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             As we enter the shortest month of the year, our focus at Davis has turned to writing instruction. Our 
essential question is, “How can we help our students become better writers.” As a former elementary school, 
middle school, and college level English teacher, this has been my guiding question for many of my fifteen 
years as an educator. I wanted to take this opportunity to address this question from the perspective of a parent. 
 The first, and foremost key to helping students to write well is getting them to practice, practice, 
practice. No one improves as a writer without writing. While that seems like common sense, as a parent, you 
can help your child tremendously by encouraging him or her to write. At home, children can write their own 
birthday party invitations, thank you notes, and letters and notes to relatives. These types of writing 
experiences, where the writer has a direct and immediate purpose for communicating to an audience, are 
powerful and motivating for children. Children can also practice writing grocery lists, chore lists, daily and 
weekly schedules, and directions to their favorite places. By involving children in these common household 
tasks, we give them a sense of importance and involvement as a member of the family. Finally, I fondly 
remember writing entries into a journal, entries that were intended for no one else but me. Giving a child a 
blank notebook or journal can sometimes be a key to unlocking writing as a way of reflecting on things and 
making sense of the world. 
 Like many educational topics, the Internet offers a wealth of free resources for helping your child write 
well. The National Council of Teachers of English offer timely tips and strategies at their parent web page: 
http://www.ncte.org/parents . The International Reading Association and the NCTE have teamed up to offer a 
terrific resource for parents at their “Read, Write, Think” site: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/ . 
 By state law, the Georgia Department of Education tests students’ writing performances in grades 3, 5, 
8, and 11. While these writing tests are not part of the gateway tests to allow students to advance to the next 
grade level until grade 11, they are important indicators of students’ present levels of writing performance. 
Information about the Georgia Writing Assessments can be found at the Georgia Department of Education’s 
web site: http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_testing.aspx?PageReq=CI_TESTING_WA . 
 Finally, let me encourage you to write notes and letters to your child and have them respond in writing. 
I remember an elementary school teacher who used a classroom post office to allow us to write letters to 
classmates and to her. As a child, knowing that I had mail in my mailbox was a thrilling experience. I hope 
that this form of communicating with your child will not only help him or her become a better writer, but that 
it will also strengthen your love as a family. 
 Best wishes for a great year of learning in 2008!               
             
            Mike Rich 
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SPOTLIGHT 
ON  STAFF 

 
 
Is your child ������'�����������4�����5   There is a table at the front entrance to the school with 
lost coats.  Please check the table to see if your lost coat can be found. 
��6��&��+� Every student who turns in a collection sheet with 10 box tops by February 22nd will 
receive an ice cream sundae.  Please make sure they do not expire before 2-28-08. 
���������
"
���� will be sold February 4-8.  They will be delivered on Valentines Day. 
1��������� are now on sale for $25.You can purchase ads for $10. 5th grade picture ads are $25. 
$�#������������'��������&� will be held Thursday, February 7th at 6:00.  Pam Cagle and Vicky 
Tillman will be talking to parents of PK–1st grade and Mr. Rich will be talking to parents of 2nd–5th 
graders. We will have sandwiches, chips, and ice cream sundaes. 
Parents don’t need to bring anything. 


