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Looks Like We Made It! 

 
As we approach the end of another successful school year, I wanted to take a few moments to 

encourage you to help your child make the summer months fun and educational. Your child’s teacher is a 
wonderful source of information about specific skill areas that your child could work on over the summer 
to return to school ready for learning. Also, a variety of programs and resources are available to help 
students sharpen their skills and continue to grow over the next two months. 

The Dade County Public Library will be kicking off it’s Summer Reading Program at the end of 
May. We will be sending home more information as it becomes available on this exciting opportunity for 
our students.  

If you are planning a trip this summer, why not let your child practice math skills with a map of 
your planned route. You can also download and print maps at www.mapquest.com that include estimated 
driving times and points of interest along the way. You might want to look at Google Earth for satellite 
photos of your destination before the trip, although you will need a fairly fast connection speed and recent 
computer for this free downloadable program from Google.  

With high gas prices, you might be planning to stay in town all summer. You can still give your 
child numerous opportunities for learning through some first rate museums in nearby Chattanooga. The 
Tennessee Aquarium, the Creative Discovery Museum, and the IMAX Theater center all offer top notch 
experiences. In fact, people often drive several hours from surrounding cities to Chattanooga to visit these 
attractions. The Tennessee Aquarium offers opportunities for students all summer. Their web site 
(http://www.tnaqua.org/KidsTeachers/KidsTeachers.asp) lists these ongoing events. The Creative 
Discovery Museum also has a Science Theater at Northgate Mall. Their web site is 
http://www.cdmfun.org/parents_teachers/science_theater.asp 

Finally, I used to stay at home with my own children in the summers. We had a weekly schedule 
with a library day, a museum day, and a playground day so that they would have something to look 
forward to and not catch the “I’m bored’s.” Each week, we visited a different public playground and 
brought a sack lunch they had packed the night before. TVA has a great playground on Raccoon Mountain, 
the Tennessee Riverpark has a large playground off Amnicola Highway, and our own Jenkins park has a 
first rate playground here in Trenton. 

I hope this year, you will have a fun, safe, and educational summer with your family! 
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Our book fair will be held May 5-9. All books are  “buy one, get one free.”  You don’t want to miss out on this deal. This 
is a great opportunity to get your child books to read over the summer. Every student who has read 100 books this 
year will receive a free book at the book fair. 
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